McDonagh: Case of Syphilitic Erythema Nodosum hard, small swellings, very slightly, if at all, tender. Pigmentation, the second cardinal symptom of this disease, was scanty, and limited to a circumscribed efflorescence of small freckle-like macules on the part of the abdomen just above Poupart's ligament on each side, with some few larger isolated "cafe-au-lait" patches on the thighs and lower part of back. There were no tumours in the mouth.
hard, small swellings, very slightly, if at all, tender. Pigmentation, the second cardinal symptom of this disease, was scanty, and limited to a circumscribed efflorescence of small freckle-like macules on the part of the abdomen just above Poupart's ligament on each side, with some few larger isolated "cafe-au-lait" patches on the thighs and lower part of back. There were no tumours in the mouth.
The patient had been treated with. injections of fibrolysin, a capsule (2'3 c.c.) having been injected intramuscularly about twice a week while he had been an in-patient for about four weeks; at longer intervals, generally of about a fortnight, while he had been out of the hospital. The injections appeared to be followed by headache, and had not so far been attended by any manifest improvement in the size of the tumours or otherwise.
Case of Syphilitic Erythema Nodosum.
A GIRL, aged 21, had come up to St. Bartholomew's-Hospital, complaining of a sore lip. The sore had appeared at Christmas, and three weeks after the patient had enlarged glands in the neck. Fourteen days after the sore was noticed a rash appeared on the trunk and limbs.
On examination the sore on the lip had proved to be a chancre and the rash a typical syphilitic eruption. From the knees to the ankles on both legs, both in front and on the sides, there were circular, bluish-red papules about the size of a shilling. When they first appeared they were slightly painful, the pain only lasting for two days, without disappearance of the lesions. The papules were hard, well circumscribed, discrete, and not tender. Where the skin was normal, subcutaneous hard nodules could be felt in the course of the veins.
Under the influence of mercury the lesions had become scaly and tended to disappear without ulceration. The appearance of the lesions, and the absence of pain and tenderness, and their coming out with the rash, left no doubt that they were of syphilitic origin, especially as subcutaneous nodules (phlebitis) were palpable in the normal skin.
The exhibitor was indebted to Dr. Adamson for kindly allowing him to show the case.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. WHITFIELD said that he had -seen -one case in a woman which ulcerated, but she had a good deal of varix. The ulceration was in patches, but never very severe. He deprecated the use of the term " erythema nodosum syphiliticum," and considered that it was a nodular syphilitic phlebitis.
Dr. MAcLEOD said that he regarded the name "syphilitic erythema nodosum" as an unfortunate one and. apt to lead to confusion. He thought that the condition might be better described under the heading of " syphilitic nodular phlebitis," as it corresponded to -the affection minutely described by Philippson in connexion with tuberculosis, to which he had given the name of "phlebitis nodularis necrotisans."
Mr. McDONAGH replied that he called it "erythema nodosum" because, when first seen, that was the first condition which occurred to one. It was also so described in text-books.
Chancre of the Tongue, DR. POTTER said the sore had appeared at Christmas, and was accompanied by a sore throat. Soon after the patient noticed the sore a gland had begun to swell on the right side of the neck opposite the thyroid gland (on the opposite side to the tongue lesion). On January 18 a rash had appeared over the trunk, the tongue lesion being nearly healed by this time but densely infiltrated, and glands were palpably enlarged on both sides of neck and submaxillary regions. The rash was a typical early syphilide.
Mr. McDonagh had not been able to find the Spirochwta pallida by the dark-ground illumination method, probably because the ulcerated surface had granulated over, but Wassermann's reaction had given a strong positive result.
